_@S}\aka Zulu

How it all began?

South Africa’s first vine plantings
can be dated back as far as

1654. Jan van Riebeeck, the first
Governor of the Cape was sent
to establish a settlement for the
Dutch East India Company back
in 1652 but it was his successor
Simon van der Stel who in 1679
was the more experienced and
knowledgeable about viticulture
and winemaking. This was
reinforced by the arrival of

the Hugenots in 1688 as they
fled persecution in France and
brought with them a great wealth
of wine making expertise. Thus
the development of the South
African wine industry

had begun.

Recent History

Nelson Mandela’s release

from prison in 1990 impacted
enormously on the wine
industry of the country and its
acceptability in the international
arena. This in turn resulted

in winemakers developing

their ideas and adopting new
techniques, helping to ensure
that the varietals were well
matched with the terroir. In
addition, from a business
perspective, exporters were
starting to gain a comprehensive
understanding of international
markets and the needs of their

customers.

Today

South Africa still has a relatively
young wine industry though

it has progressed significantly
over the past decade. Providing
many jobs for people from
disadvantaged communities and
with the emergence of various
trusts and initiatives which drive
education and development
particularly in rural areas. It

also offers enormous diversity
in its wine styles, with numerous
grape varietals used owing to the
geographical diversity, soil types,
climate and international wine

making influences.

We are extremely proud of the Shaka Zulu wines, all of which have been
specifically selected for their quality and interesting origins. We hope that you
enjoy drinking them as much as we did sourcing them.
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